A Door County Beach
in SPRING
& EARLY SUMMER

Discover the four-season beauty of a Lake Michigan beach
in Door County, Wisconsin, USA
Presented by Glidden Lodge Beach Resort
Input from Carolyn Rock, Natural Resource Educator, Whitefish Dunes State Park, Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin

“You can tell all you need to about a society from
how it treats animals and beaches.
Frank Deford
All photos taken in May and June of 2012

Ripples of the lake bed can be seen and felt. Formed by wave action, these ripples are
small versions of the unique landforms found at the Ridges Sanctuary.

Beach chairs near the beach volleyball court offer visitors a view of Lake Michigan as well the competition.

An on site spring feeds vegetation around the edges of the beach.

Every suite at Glidden Lodge Beach Resort give guests a sunrise view of Lake Michigan.

Spring time moss dots the remnants of the Niagra Escarpment.

For visitors seeking shade from the hot summer sun, cedar trees on the grounds of
Glidden Lodge Beach Resort offer relief.

Just down the beach from Glidden Lodge Beach Resort:
Whitefish Dunes State Park
4 mile drive or 3.5 mile hike along the beach

Shipwreck Australasia Surveying Takes Place At Whitefish Bay
Excerpted from Aaron Conklin of the University of Wisconsin, Madison < http://www.news.wisc.
edu/20802>
At a time when everyone else had switched to iron and steel, James Davidson steadfastly clung to wood, building
some of the largest wooden schooners ever to sail the Great Lakes, and becoming a legendary shipbuilding titan in
the process.
Beginning today, Tamara Thomsen and Keith Meverden, a pair of maritime archaeologists with the Wisconsin
Historical Society, will dive beneath the waters of Lake Michigan to begin surveying and cataloguing the wrecks of
two of Davidson’s most famous ships—the Australasia and the Adriatic. The two-year project is funded in part by
the University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Institute.
And it begins with the Australasia, a wreck that was only discovered a few years ago by jet-skiers in the waters off
Whitefish Dunes State Park in Door County. The ship sank in 1896 after catching fire and burning to the waterline.
“We really believe it’s a time capsule,” said Thomsen, who has been chronicling Davidson wrecks with Meverden
for much of the last five years. “Everything that went down with the ships was salvaged over many years, but
there’s a lot of components, a lot of really interesting items that were aboard the ship when it sank that still remain
on the bottom.”
The 282-foot Australasia is a great example of the evolution of technology and techniques the master shipbuilder
used, harnessing truly massive oak beams together with a sturdy metal skeleton. Launched in 1884, it was the fifth
Davidson vessel constructed in Wisconsin, capable of carrying 3,000 tons of cargo.
“As his ships got larger and longer, he was actually refining his techniques to allow him to do that,” explained
Meverden. Meverden and Thomsen plan to explore the Australasia both from a cultural standpoint and then from
a structural one. UW Sea Grant videographer John Karl will capture underwater video of the archaeologists at
work. Read more at http://www.news.wisc.edu/20802.

Whitefish Dunes State Park employees set up an informational tent, complete with photos of the dive and artifacts
from the lake bed surrounding the wreck. Divers are welcome to explore the Australasia wreck,
located a short jet ski or boat ride from shore.

A telescope provided visitors with a glimpse of the research boat from which divers were exploring the wreck.

The calm waters of Lake Michigan seem to be suspending the tip of Whitefish Dunes State Park.

Climb over the protected dunes from the beach to a wooded hiking trail. Perfect respite from the hot summer sun.

A short drive from Glidden Lodge Beach Resort:
Cave Point County Park
5.4 miles

Cave Point is a popular site seeing stop for
tourist who know the area well. It is often missed by many
because it is a County Park and not a State or National
Park...It is known for its underwater caves and wave-worn
limestone cliffs by fisherman, scuba divers, photographers
and nature observers. It has picnic tables, cooking grills, fire
rings, a well and new rest rooms built in 2002. The road is
blacktopped and the trails have had gravel put down for easy
walking.

A scenic drive from Glidden Lodge Beach Resort:
Cana Island Lighthouse
22.3 miles

Cana Island Light with its low dwelling and tall white tower surmounted by two story black lantern
is perhaps Door County’s most photographed, painted, and videotaped lighthouse. Perhaps this is
because it looks most like what people think a lighthouse should look like.
When the Lighthouse Board decided to replace rather than repair the Baileys Harbor Lighthouse,
they chose to build the new lighthouse on 8.7 acre Cana Island between Moonlight Bay and North
Bay. Congress appropriated funds in the spring of 1869. Once funds were appropriated, a Lighthouse Board crew began clearing about three acres at the eastern end of the low island.
From the Door County Maritime Museum website: http://www.dcmm.org/cana.html

Cana Island: Door County’s Skyscraper!
Take a leisurely stroll up the 102 cast iron stairs to
a 360 degree view of the Lake Michigan shoreline.
Cana Island is open from May through October,
seven days a week, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. The last tower
climb starts at 4:30 p.m. each day.
Find out more:
http://www.dcmm.org/cana-island-lighthouse/

Additional facts about our Lake Michigan Beach

Links provided by: Carolyn Rock, Natural Resource Educator, Whitefish Dunes State Park
Wisconsin Historical Society Marine Archaeologists Survey of the Australasia Wreck
http://www.news.wisc.edu/20802
Great Lakes Ridge and Swale
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/communities/index.asp?mode=detail&Code=CCCOM102WI
Exploring Wisconsin’s Great Cliff
http://dnr.wi.gov/wnrmag/html/stories/2000/aug00/niagara.htm
Great Lakes Water Levels
http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/greatlakes/hh/greatlakeswaterlevels/
Great Lakes Beach
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/communities/index.asp?mode=detail&Code=CTGEO092WI
Whitefish Dunes Geology
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks/specific/whitefish/history/geology.html
Great Lakes Dune
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/communities/index.asp?mode=detail&Code=CTGEO094WI
Dune Goldenrod (Solidago simplex var. gillmanii)
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/biodiversity/index.asp?mode=info&Grp=20&SpecCode=PDAST8P2U2
American Sea-rocket (Cakile lacustris)
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/biodiversity/index.asp?mode=info&Grp=20&SpecCode=PDBRA0F020
Dune Thistle (Cirsium pitcheri)
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/biodiversity/index.asp?mode=info&Grp=20&SpecCode=PDAST2E2A0
Dwarf Lake Iris (Iris lacustris)
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/biodiversity/index.asp?mode=info&Grp=20&SpecCode=PMIRI090H0
Glidden Lodge Beach Resort: http://gliddenlodge.com/
Glidden Lodge Beach Resort Blog: http://gliddenlodge.com/notes/

